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are rated number one amongst younger lis-
teners. Next week, we will launch a new Mid-
dle East television network called, Alhurra—
Arabia for ‘‘the free one.’’ The network will 
broadcast news and movies and sports and 
entertainment and educational programming 
to millions of people across the region. 
Through all these efforts, we are telling the 
people in the Middle East the truth about 
the values and the policies of the United 
States, and the truth always serves the cause 
of freedom. (Applause.) 

America is also taking the side of reform-
ers who have begun to change the Middle 
East. We’re providing loans and business ad-
vice to encourage a culture of entrepreneur-
ship in the Middle East. We’ve established 
business internships for women, to teach 
them the skills of enterprise, and to help 
them achieve social and economic equality. 
We’re supporting the work of judicial re-
formers who demand independent courts and 
the rule of law. At the request of countries in 
the region, we’re providing Arabic language 
textbooks to boys and girls. We’re helping 
education reformers improve their school 
systems. 

The message to those who long for liberty 
and those who work for reform is that they 
can be certain they have a strong ally, a con-
stant ally in the United States of America. 
(Applause.) 

Our strategy and our resolve are being 
tested in two countries, in particular. the 
nation of Afghanistan was once the primary 
training ground for al Qaeda, the home of a 
barbaric regime called the Taliban. It now 
has a new constitution that guarantees free 
election and full participation by women. 
(Applause.) 

The nation of Iraq was for decades an ally 
of terror ruled by the cruelty and caprice of 
one man. Today, the people of Iraq are mov-
ing toward self-government. Our coalition is 
working with the Iraqi Governing Council to 
draft a basic law with a bill of rights. Be-
cause our coalition acted, terrorists lost a 
source of reward money for suicide bomb-
ings. Because we acted, nations of the Middle 
East no longer need to fear reckless aggres-
sion from a ruthless dictator who had the in-
tent and capability to inflict great harm on 
his people and people around the world. Sad-
dam Hussein now sits in a prison cell, and 
Iraqi men and women are no longer carried 
to torture chambers and rape rooms, and 
dumped in mass graves. Because the 
Baathist regime is history, Iraq is no longer 
a grave and gathering threat to free nations. 
Iraq is a free nation. (Applause.) 

Freedom still has enemies in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. All the Baathists and Taliban and 
terrorists know that if democracy were to 
be, it would undermine violence—their hope 
for violence and innocent death. They under-
stand that if democracy were to be under-
mined, then the hopes for change throughout 
the Middle East would be set back. That’s 
what they know. That’s what they think. We 
know that the success of freedom in these 
nations would be a landmark event in the 
history of the Middle East, and the history 
of the world. Across the region, people would 
see that freedom is the path to progress and 
national dignity. A thousand lies would 
stand refuted, falsehoods about the incom-
patibility of democratic values in Middle 
Eastern cultures. And all would see, in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, the success of free insti-
tutions at the heart of the greater Middle 
East. 

Achieving this vision will the work of 
many nations over time, requiring the same 
strength of will and confidence of purpose 
that propelled freedom to victory in the de-
fining struggles of the last century. Today, 
we’re at a point of testing, when people and 
nations show what they’re made out of. 

America will never be intimidated by thugs 
and assassins. we will do what it takes. we 
will not leave until the job is done. (Ap-
plause.) 

We will succeed because when given a 
choice, people everywhere, from all walks of 
life, from all religions, prefer freedom to vio-
lence and terror. We will succeed because 
human beings are not made by the Almighty 
God to live in tyranny. We will succeed be-
cause of who we are—because even when it is 
hard, Americans always do what is right. 

And we know the work that has fallen to 
this generation. When great striving is re-
quired of us, we will always have an example 
in the man we honor today. Winston Church-
ill was a man of extraordinary personal gifts, 
yet his greatest strength was his unshakable 
confidence in the power and appeal of free-
dom. It was the great fortune of mankind 
that he was there in an hour of peril. And it 
remains the great duty of mankind to ad-
vance the cause of freedom in our time. 

May God bless the memory of Winston 
Churchill. May God continue to bless the 
United States of America. (Applause.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa is recognized. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET 

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 
have had a chance now to look over the 
President’s budget. What with being 
out of our offices and stuck over in the 
Capitol and not being able to see some 
of the people we were supposed to see 
and conduct business as usual, I have 
had the chance to look at the budget. 
Of course, I had heard it was kind of 
bad. I read some of the preliminary re-
ports, but it was not until I really 
started digging into it and looking at 
some of the fine print and getting out 
a calculator and adding it all up that I 
realized how stupefyingly bad this 
budget is. It almost defies logic. 

After going through it, I can sum up 
his election year budget in four words: 
More of the same. More tax cuts for the 
wealthy, more massive spending in-
creases on things such as Star Wars 
and, of course, that nice trip to Mars 
we are going to take, more giveaways 
to special interests, and more massive 
budget deficits. 

This is Mr. Bush’s fourth budget sub-
mission, so now I think we can take 
stock. We can size up the full 4-year 
fiscal record of this administration. 
Quite frankly, the irresponsible actions 
of this administration over 4 years bog-
gle the mind. 

In just 4 years, Mr. Bush has put in 
place trillions of dollars in tax cuts, 
overwhelmingly for the very wealthy. 
In spite of the huge deficits, the Presi-
dent now is demanding that those tax 
cuts be made permanent. At the same 
time, he is proposing tens of billions of 
dollars on new spending programs, and 
this includes untold billions for trips to 
the Moon and Mars. There is billions 
more for Star Wars, which Mr. Bush in-
tends to build now and test later. 

President Bush has taken the pro-
jected 10-year surplus of some $5 tril-
lion that he inherited from President 
Clinton and turned that into a pro-
jected 10-year deficit of nearly $5 tril-

lion. Think about that. In 4 short 
years, this President and this adminis-
tration have taken a $5 trillion surplus 
and turned it into a $5 trillion deficit, 
a $10 trillion swing. As I said, it just 
boggles the mind. 

By any measure, this is an aston-
ishing record of economic mismanage-
ment and economic malpractice. In 
fact, I challenge my colleagues to cite 
any President in the 215-year history of 
our Republic who has compiled such a 
record of sheer recklessness. 

The White House now says the deficit 
in the current fiscal year will be $521 
billion. That is bad enough, but that is 
not the worst of it. Far more dangerous 
are the long-term, permanent, struc-
tural deficits that will result. Mr. Bush 
dares to claim he has charted a course 
to cut the deficit in half in 5 years. 
This has about as much credibility as 
his claim that Iraq possessed massive 
stockpiles of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The fact is that, after 4 years, Mr. 
Bush has zero credibility on the budg-
et. 

Let’s look at his past projections and 
promises. In 2001, Mr. Bush promised: 
‘‘We can proceed with tax relief with-
out fear of budget deficits.’’ That 
turned out to be untrue. 

In 2002, Mr. Bush reassured us: ‘‘Our 
budget will run a deficit that will be 
small and short term.’’ That turned 
out, also, to be untrue. 

In 2003, Mr. Bush again assured us: 
‘‘Our current deficit is not large by his-
torical standards and is manageable.’’ 
That also is turning out to be untrue. 

This year, President Bush claims 
that the massive deficits he has cre-
ated will be magically cut in half in 5 
years’ time. Is there any Senator in ei-
ther party who believes that promise? I 
don’t think so. Mr. Bush has not just 
created a structural budget deficit, he 
has created a structural credibility def-
icit. Few credible economists believe 
him anymore. 

The Washington Post sized up this 
budget in an editorial yesterday morn-
ing. The editorial was titled ‘‘Bogus 
Budgeting.’’ The editorial stated that:

The Bush administration 2005 budget is a 
masterpiece of disingenuous blame-shifting, 
dishonest budgeting and irresponsible gov-
erning.

The reality is that the deficits will 
persist at high levels even if the econ-
omy stays healthy. Year after year 
they will stay at high levels, until the 
baby boomers start to retire, and then 
the deficits will explode. 

If we look at the operating budget—
that is not counting the surplus that 
comes from the Social Security taxes—
the picture becomes crystal clear. 
Under the operating budget—again, ex-
cluding Social Security surpluses—
Bush has a huge $675 billion deficit for 
this year. That is equal to 5.9 percent 
of our GDP, our gross domestic prod-
uct, the second highest operating def-
icit since 1946. 

But President Bush claims this oper-
ating deficit will drop to $470 billion in 
just 2 years. Then, according to his own 
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